Introduction

The Euromed Audiovisual legal database has been developed in the framework of the Euromed
Audiovisual II Programme supported by the European Commission in order to meet the legal
information needs of MEDA professionals and film and audiovisual industries, their public and private
partners at an international and national level and their legal advisors. Its aim is to promote the
development of a film and audiovisual industry and to contribute to the fight against piracy. The
suggested data processing in this database is brand new and is today unequalled to the exception of the
« Copyright and Related Rights in Europe» database which served as a model.

All texts gathered in this database have been attentively analysed in order to classify all concepts
related to cinematographic and audiovisual works included in each text. For each concept, the user
will find the complete text of relevant laws, international and European instruments relating to it.

Mr Michel Gyory, the author of the database, is an expert to the Euromed Audiovisual II Programme's
Technical Assistance, an attorney at the Brussels Bar and a lecturer at the University of Liege where
he teaches copyright law, economics and management of film and production, all subjects he has
been practising at an international level since almost thirty years. He wishes to thank all people
without whom this project would never have been possible: Mr. Mohamed Kheireddine Abdel Ali,
directeur général de I’Organisme Tunisien de Protection des Droits d’ Auteur (OTPDA), Tunis; Mr.
Hussein Bani Hani, CEO of the Jordanian Audiovisual Commission, Amman; Mr. Bechir Ben Trad,
directeur, Ministére de la Culture, de la Jeunesse et des Loisirs, Tunis ; Mme Maya de Freige,
Conseillére du Ministre de la Culture, Beyrouth; Mr. Hanna el Amil, Directeur des affaires
culturelles, Ministere de la Culture, Beyrouth ; Mme Fatma Zehra Erdodan, Traductrice-Interprete,
Direction Générale du Droit d’auteur et du cinéma, Ankara ; Mr. Selahattin Ertas, director, Ministry
of culture, Ankara ; Mr. George Ghandour, Bureau du développement économique pour les pays
arabes, OMPI, Gen¢ve ; Mme Nahla Haidar, directrice du Bureau du développement économique
pour les pays arabes, OMPI, Geneve ; Mme Agneta Jean-Prost, administrateur, OMPI, Genéve ; Mr.
Rabie Khashaneh, CEO of the Syrian Intellectual Property Association, Damas ; Mme Meriem
Khatouri, Responsable de 1'Unité de la Promotion des Médias Audiovisuels, du Cinéma et des NTI,
Ministére de la Communication, Rabat ; Dr. Giil Okutan Nilsson, Istanbul Bilgi University Faculty
of Law; Mr. Mohamed Nour Farahat, director of the Permanent Office for the Protection of
Copyright, Cairo ; Mr. Abdellah Ouadrhiri, directeur général du Bureau Marocain du Droit
d’Auteur (BMDA), Rabat ; Mr. Katriel Schory, Executive Director of the Israel Film Fund, Tel
Aviv; Dr. Feyzan Hayal Sehirali Celik, Ankara University Faculty of Political Sciences; Mme
Genevieve Steimle, juriste, OMPI, Geneve ; Mr. Hakim Taousar, directeur général de 1’Office
National du droit d’ Auteur et des Droits Voisins (ONDA), Alger ; Mr. Erdem Turkekul, attorney at
law, Ankara.

Special Thanks to Mr. Andrea d’Aquino who created the data processing tool.

This work represents the first comparative approach of the law applicable to cinematographic and
audiovisual works in the Southern Mediterranean countries. A large number of choices had therefore
to be made without being able to refer to previous works. These choices have always been made so as
to create a user friendly, logical and coherent database. However, they are not set and the users'
experience will naturally constitute an enriching source for the database, either as observations or
critics, suggestions, communicating information, jurisprudence decisions or doctrine articles. Anyone
can directly address either in English or in French to the database's author at the following e-mail
address michel.gyory(@skynet.be.




